CITY COUNCIL NAMES NEW CITY ATTORNEY
On July 15, 2014, the City Council appointed Leslie V. Batchelor as the new City Attorney
for the City of The Village. Ms. Batchelor, however, is no stranger to The Village. She has
served as Legal Counsel for The Village Development Authority since 2006. In that
capacity, she has been instrumental in helping the City create two Urban Renewal Districts
and three Tax Increment Districts. These in turn have provided the legal structure and
incentives to purchase and redevelop the Vintage Lake Apartments and to bring Uptown Grocery to The Village.
Ms. Batchelor replaces Stephen E. Reel, who retired at the end of June after 42 years of service with The Village.
Leslie Batchelor is President and Co-Founder of the Center for Economic Development Law, a unique private law
firm which assists local governments in Oklahoma with development activities. Leslie is nationally recognized for
her expertise in public-private partnerships, tax increment financing techniques, and other redevelopment and
financing strategies. A native of Oklahoma City, (and graduate of Casady School) Leslie served as a senior official
in the Justice Department from 1997-2000, including as Deputy Associate Attorney General and Counsel to
Attorney General Janet Reno, where she was responsible for overseeing a number of major policy initiatives for
the Attorney General, including a pilot community safety project in
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